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THE, WILMINGTON JO UK ML, The ex Congressional Elections In this State.
Our readers, we presume, are all aware that elec-

tions will be held this year for eiht members of Con-

gress to represent the eight districts into which the

State of North Carolina is laid off. The election day
will be the first 1 hursday in August next.

In the last Congress, the State was represented by

five Democrats and three Know Nothings, the

second, third, fourth, seventh and eighth districts

sending Democrats; the first, fifth and sixth districts

sending Know Nothings. The Democrats from this

State, in ibe las-- t Congress, were Messrs. Ruffin,

Winslow, Branch, Craige and Ciingman ; the Know

Nothing?, Messrs. Paine, Reade and Puryear. Of

the Democrats, all are candidates for with

a strong assurance of uccess. Of the Know Noth-

ings two, Mcrs. Paine and Reade, decline to run,

and one, Mr. Puiycar, is again in the field as the

nominee of the Know Nothing party of the sixth dis-

trict ; be is opposed by Mr. Scales, of Rockingham,

who ran him very close two years ngo, since which

time the Democrats have carried the district for Pres-

ident, thus affording us the best reasons for entertain-

ing a confident expectation that Mr. Scales will be

successful in his canvass this summer. A gentleman

nam .;d Smith, has been nominated as the Know No-

thing candidate in ihe first district.,'. We have heard

a report somehow, that Dr. Shaw, who formerly rep-

resented that district with so much ability, had been,

or would be, laminated by the Democrats. We do

not know how this may be, but think it very proba-

ble. The Democrats cat ried that district last year,

and it if in their power to do so this. The fifth dis-

trict may, we presume, be regarded as certain for tte
Know Nothings, should no unforeseen and unhoped

for contingency arise.

Now, ibe case stands this way. To secure a clear

majority in the next House ot Representatives, the

Democrats must make gains and can afford to sustain

The IrlOi Election.
At the recent elections no great national question

was at issue. There was no rallying cry in the name
of Ireland- - in the name of freedom, and even thatsplendid phantom, as Richard Lalor Sheil termed

Repeal,' was not alluded to on any Hustings. It j5
no longer a false sign in the heavens, to which the

i , ., , . ... i P "as
fcuue ueiow ine nonzon it same in aarkness, igno
miuy ann aeieat. it is well, men, that no one dared
in the late contests to delude the people with theshibboleth of such a spurieus nationality. IF thev
cannot obtain the substance, let them not be tanta
lised and insulted by the shadow. It never was
worth one head cn the block, nor one immolation onthe floor of the House. Indeed, there is not one test
measure introduced in which we, on this 6ide of the
Atlantic, looking back on the old land with love
sorrow and indignation, could take an enthusiastic
interest.

All the duties the electors are called upon to dis-
charge, is to manifest, by the choice of very ques-
tionable Representatives, iheir opposition totlu weakassaults annually made in the House of Commons
upon the Maynooth Grant, by a clique of Exeter
Hall bigots ; to obtain relief for a few corporate towns
of a very unjust, annoying, but paltry impost, called

Ministers Money 'a sort of head tax levied off
Catholic communities for the benefit of Protestant
clergymen ; to support a Tenant-righ- t bill, which
confers but few rights on the tenant ; and, finally
to give to the ministry an 'independent opposition,'
which, in the pledge of a candidate, means the ac
wpiance oi me nrsc good place that offers.

These heing tho principal questions upon which
the country was arrayed into as many camps as there
were candidates, the electors are not called upon to
make such sacrifices as in those days when the

of religion and the repeal of enactments
which struck at the soot of civil liberty were the
stakes pbyed for. An honest man, with national
leanings, and prepared to promote upon every occa-
sions the material interests of his constituents, Bhould
be selected without regard to any factious or partycry which might have been raised. There were
such men as these in the field, but many more who
were influenced solely by sordid motives.

In Dublin, John Reynolds, the brawling and auda-
cious demagogue, who has been thrusting his foul
presence for the last seven years upon every vacant
constituency in the county, went before the electors.
That city had once the disgrace of his accidental
representation. Such a misfortune is not likely to
occur twice. The obsequious Catholic members who
abandoned their party and supported the Whigs un-
der the Russel administration, are likely to have met
a successful opposition.

Sir Thomas Redington, who, with the instincts of
pickpocket, rifled Smith O'Brien's carpet-bag- , will he
defeated in Galway, for the Archbishop of Tuam
promptly! repudiate him. Lord Dunkellen, Antho-
ny O' Flaherty, and P. Blake, Q. C, were candidates
for ihe city of Galway, which has been the scone of
more severe election contests, resulting in more duels,
than any other horough in Ireland. The Dalys, of
Dunsandle, and the Martins, Ballinaherich, were the
great rival electioneering families of Galwa)--, in the
good old days, when cocked hats and small swords
completed the costume of the gentlemen ; and never
did a Daly or a Martin encounter each other in the
streets of Galway without swords being instinctively
drawn. Alter one of those conficts, it was rumored
among the crowd that Daly bad on a coat of mail.
An assault was made uponf tho house where he was
stopping, but he immediately came out on the bal-
cony, bared his breast, and exposed his yet bleeding
wound. Tbe indignation was changed to admiration,
and the enthusiastic crowd gave their support to
James Daly of Dunsandle. But the time has passed
when a man might fight himself into Parliament,
even in old Galway. Whoever can induce the elec-
tors of that antique, interesting and somewhat dilap-
idated town to believe that he can make Galway an
American packet station will bo assuredly Returned.
Indeed, a transatlantic packet station at Galway
would do more for its prosperity than Repeal could
have done for frelend.

Mr. Lanigan contests Cashel with Sir Timothy
O'Brien, and Whigery is likely to be deprived of
the obedient votes of Sir Timothy. As the Romans
flung tbeir male factors from the Tarpeian rock, so
Irom the top of Cormac's chapel shall the poor bar-
onet be cast forth among6t the political fossils of
Burgh Quay.

Mayo will repudiate Ousely Higgins, and Tipper-ar- y

re-ele- ct The O Donoghue. In Waterford we
have four candidate, Carew O'Dwypr is supported by
ihe priest. Carew is the only one who has written
4 Old Ireland ' on his banner. He belongs to the an-
tiquated Nicholas Purcell O'Gorman school of poli-
tics, is a fair tactician, and has a good deal of the dash
about him. Next comes Sir Henry Winston Barron,
wi.h his bad grammer and prim appearance. It would
be hard to discover his politics. But if his counten-
ance be an index to thrm, they must be decidedly
bad, for Cobbet once said thatjhe had.thojugliest face
in the House ef Commons. Then we have Dobbyn
Hassard, a Hard Shell lory, whose party considered
the stocks and whipping posts are fundamental por-
tions nf the constitution. John Aloyisius Blake is
the fourth candidate. He is the people's candidate,
and, if returned, will make an intelligent and useful
member, fu our next we will be able to publish the
result of this great general election.

The Comet lo Strike tlie Earth next .lime.
A writer on this subject in the St. Louis Republi-

can says:
1. There ore aetionomical calculations of the orbit

of the coining comet thai warrant the prediction that
it will touch the earth.

2. Science ran calculate the orbit of this eccentric
comet, no matter how long its period, and I predict,
unhesitatingly, that the comet now approaching will
come in contract with tho earth on the morning of the
IGlh of June, about twenty minutes after 10 o'clock.
and the point of contact will be in the vicinity of a
place calh il Vide Pouche or Carondelet.

3. The iiucl-u- s of this comet is very large, and
composed of the hisulphurrettcd carbonate of the pro-toxsid- e

of manganese. Tretailis chlorine, and al-

though yon cannot see stars through it, they will pre-- b

ibly be seen by many individuals at the lime of the
collision.

Tho world should he greateful to this writer for the
certainty with which he predicts the " collision," and
the exactness with which he describes the component
parts of the expected visitor. But we should not
forget that He who made and governs the boundless
Universe controls the movements of these and all oth-
er heavenly bodies, and sciencefalis wherever it comes
in opposition to the known laws of Divine Providence.

Baltimore Sun.
rmy testimonial to Gen. Quitman. The off-

icers of the United States army intend to present Gen.
Quitman a service of silver plate for his efforts in
securing the passage thiough Congress of the bill
making an addition to their salaries. Gen. Quitman,
it wiil be remembered, was the chaiiman of the
House Military Committee. Gen. Scott has written
him a very handsome letter, announcing that, as the
senior officer, he has consented to aot as the organ of
his brother oflicers of ihe army in procuring the pro-
posed testimonial. Bait. Sun.

We have unquestionable authority for saying that
the above statements are incorrect. We have heard
that a few officers following out the first impulse of
gratitude to their old and valued associate in arms
for his handsome and zealous advocacy of their claims
upon legislative consideration initiated a proposi-
tion to present a handsome testimonial to Gen. Quit-

man. But it appears that, upon reflection, the Gen-

eral's friends under which description may be com-

prised every name on the army list apprehensive
lhat such a tribute might wear some appearance of
indelicacy, or give some ground for cavil, did not
feel at liberty to act upon the friendly impulse which
gave rise to the proposition.

General Scott's letter, which we have seen, was
couched in warm and handsome terms of acknwledg-men- t

to Gen. Quitman for his friendly interest in the
urmy, but had no reference to any other or more tan-

gible testimonial than the heartfelt expression of
gratitude and am ction on the part of his former com-

rades in the field. Wash. Union.
Narrow Escape of Miss Rosalie Dvrand. At the op-

era on Wednesday evening there occurred an cident whioh
for the moment electrified the audience. Misi Durand was

enthusiastically called out at the end of the second act, an1
was conducted before the audience by Miss Hodson, in the
character of Elvino. When about passing off the stage
Miss Durand's dress (as Almina) caught fire from tho foot-light- a.

Quick as thought, Elvino, with lorcr-lik-e unselfish-
ness, caught up and smothered the flames in her hands, and
the beautiful counla retired amid thunders of amlause. Ia
moment more it would have been a very serious Accident.

Mimphia Bulletin.

They won't admit lieporters at the meeings of the
" Know Nothing" Washington Monument Associa-
tion at the Federal City, j . , r., - .

1 he election for Commissioner of Navigation is

progressing very quietly ; at 12 o'clock thwe were

somewhere about 260 votes polled. We would miorm

the Fayetteville Observer tha we are fighting our

peaceful battle in peace and harmony.- - We have

not seen a symptom of angry feeling, and we trust

and believe, that no such thing will be exhibited in

anv wav. .... i
The Democratic ticket can be elected. It ougni

to be elected, and it will be elected, if Democrats on-

ly do iheir duty. It is for them, this afternoon, to

av bow the thine will go. They have the majority.

If having the power to elect their men thty don't do

it, they will only hate themselves to blame, and

ought to be ashamed of themselves.

Russell's Magazine. -- The May number has been

laid on our table. Upon the whole, we think it bel

ter than that for April. It is n.ore popular, combines

more readability, with an equally high order of analy

tic ability, and, so far as we can judge, is all that can

be asked for or required by the Souths Abler and

sounder than its Northern competitors, it is equally,

and more rationally amusing. We commend it cor

dially to our readers.

Soutbern Ritllroad Ansot-latlon.- .

This Association, composed of all ihe Presidents
and Superintendents of ibe Southern Railroads, will

hold its regular annual convention at Augusta, Ga.,

on the 216223 anil 23d day of May, as fixed by
the President of the last convention.

It is understood that a proposition will be submitted

by the Postm ster General to expedite the mails 12

hours between Montgomery and Washington city.

$CJ-- The j ofctmastor general has concluded a con-

tract with the Panams R. R. Co., for the transmission
of the mail across the isthmus at the rate of $100,000
per annum.
On Week Later from Europe. Arrival of the

AtiUn.
New York, May 1. The Cunard steamer Africa,

with Liverpool dates of the 18th ult has arrived.
The aleimer City of Baltimore arrived out on the
14th, and the Arago on the 18th.

Queen Victoria has given birth to another daugh-
ter, nnd the English journals are filled with rejoicings
over her safe accouchement. Politics are quiet in
England.

It is reported that the Emperor Napoleon was go-

ing to Algeria. 1 here are continued rumors of con-

spiracies in France. The republicans propose run-

ning Carnot, Cavignac, and others for the legisla-
ture.

There are rumors that ihe four powers had become
wearied with the trifling about Nenfchatel, and are
about to impose terms on Prussia and Switzerland.

It is reaffirmed that France and England are medi-
ating the Spanish-Mexica- n quarrel. It is announced
that Prussia will mediate between the western pow-
ers and Naplos.

Sardinia proposes to resume negotiations with
Rome. Wurtemburg has signed a concordat with
Rome. The demand of Turkey on Persia for the
restitution of territory has been referred to France
and England.

The Anglo-Persia- n treaty is not concluded.
It is reported that the Circassians have gained an-

other victory over the Russians.
Portugal in pieparing an expedition against Ma-

cao.
Austria is negotiating a treaty with Perssa simi-

lar to that concluded with the United States.
The Latest.

Paris, April 16. The of the French
government in furtherance of the English operations
in China will be of the heartiest kind. The Catholic
Church, for the protection of numerous missionaries
there, has made urgent representations to the Empe-
ror to take an active part in the war.

It is said that Lord Elgin will demand of the Cabi-
net of Pekin the renewal of former treaties, with the
following amplifications of some ot their provisions :

As regards commerce, the number of ports open to
Europeans is to be nine, instead of five ; and diplo-
matic missions are to be established at Pekin on the
same footing as those ol Russia.

As regards offence and defence, ihe English gov-
ernment demands the right of estabLshsng military
posts wherever they have consuls; and that vessels
of war may enter any port whatever.

London, Saturday. Her Majesty's health is favor-
able, and the infant is well

The Spanish ambassador at Paris has had an inter-
view with Count Walewski and Lord Cowley on
Mexican affairs. In the event of the failure of pa-
cific negotiations, the Spanish government will ad-

dress a note to the o'ber power, setting forth " our
moderation," and declaring that, 'in tbe event of hos-
tilities, the cabinet of Madrid is not responsible for
the consequences."

Riot on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.
Baltimore, May 1. The strike upon the Balti-

more and Ohio Railroad resulted in a very serious
riot this afternoon. Four freight trains started out
in charge of armed guard , in obedience to the proc-
lamation ot the governor issued to day. All the
trains were mobbed near Ellicotl's Mill by the riot-
ers, and some thirty muskets were fired from the cars.
Two ol the rio ers were wounded. One of tne trains
goi through, but the others were uncoupled by the
rioter?, and were compelled to return to the city,

ntrnctlTe Fire In Sandusky.
Sandusky, April 30th. An extensive fire, which

consumed nearly half a square, broke out at an early
hour this morning, and raged for two hours before it
was checked. Several dwellings, with the extensive
buildings of tbe Sandusky Machine Company, and
the contents, were destroyed The loss is estimated
at $100,000. The insurance is very small.

The Value of Iron. The British Quarterly Re-

view gives the following curious and instructive cal-
culation. A bar of iron, worth one pound steiling,
is worth when worked into

Horse 6 hoes 2 10s.
Table knives 36
Needles 71
Penknife blades 657
Buttons and buckles 897
Springs of watches 50,000

A piece of cast iron worth one pound sterling is
worth when converted into

Machinery 4
Ornamental works 45
Buttons and Berlin works 600
Neck ohains 1,386
Shirt buttons 5.896

Thirty-on- e pounds of iron have been made into
wire upwards of Uj miles in length.

Minnesota. We find in the St.Taol papers the
lotiowing proclamation trom. ucv. Gorman i

An extraordinary emergency having arisen in
the affairs of tbe Territoiy of Minnesota, requiring
an extra session of the legislature for the purpose of
providing by Jaw for holding oourts, and for enact-ingjsuc- h

laws as may be deemed necessary to enable
the people to form a State constitution, nrenaratnrv
to being admitted into the Union as a State ; also, for
tbe purpose of disposing of the grant of lands made
by tbe Uoagres ot tbe United States at its last .

sion, to aid the Territory of Minnesota in construct-
ing certain designated railroads therein. Tha mem
bers of the council and house of representatives are
therefore required to meet at St. Pauls on Monday,
the 27th of April, 1857, and take into consideration
the objects above specified."

Tunneling New Jersey. A correspo ident of
the New York News, who is evidently grieved at
certain "evils of the State," suggests the idea of
tunneling New Jersey from the Hudson to the Dela- -
ware, and thus save the $1 tax imposed upon travel
ers crossing hjr territory. Another suggestion is,
that the Jersey does be capitalized as the Danish
dues are each State of tbe Union to pay at once
their respective proportion of the expense lor " keep-
ing and supporting " gates at the entrance of her
territory.

The PitUfield (Mass.) Eagle of April, 1 7th says
that workmen have been engaged for the past five
months in boring an artesian well for the use of the
paper-mil- l of the Hon. Thomas Colt, in the eastern
part of that town. After boring to the depth of two
hundred and fourteen feet through solid rock, at
great expense, water was struck on Tuesday, andgushed UD at tha rata nf Inn fcmirired mtllrins ol - - fcw..uft urn uilil"rj ,

,;
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the various accounts which, now, for a long time,
have been coming to us of extensive importations of
slaves from Africa into Cuba. -

.They will recollect lhat the telegraph but a few days
ago reported the capture of a slaver bound for that 4

Island, and the discovery and pursuit of another
These things will prepare the way for the following
from the Savannah Republican of Thursday lat :

Notwithstanding the diligent exertions of the prin
cipal nations of Christendom to put down this traffic,

there are indications that it has largely increased
during the past few years, and bids fair to do so in
a still greater ratio, for a time lo come. The great
centre of the trade is Cuba, where, we are reliably
informed, there is a large and thoroughly organized
company, with a heaty capital, devoted to the busi-

ness. During the pat few weeks the following ves-

sels have beei, purchased at the prices named, by
houses in Havana, to be added, it is generally be-

lieved, to the African line of slave-trader- s, which is
said to number at this time one hundred and fifty
sail.

The schooner Tallulah. of New Orleans, for $7300.
A schooner name unknown-- of Wilmington, N.

C. for $5400.
.Schooner Abbott Devereaux, of Srvannah, for

$6500.
Brig R. B. Lawton, of Newport, R. I., Iradingjbe

tween Savannah and the Cuban ports, fcr $9500.
Baique Minnetoka, 324 tons, of New York, for

13.500.
Schooner Joseph H. Records, (well known from

her previous-engagemen- t in tho trade) of Newport,
R. I., for S650U.

To these may he added the brig Putnam and barque
Clara B. Williams, recently purchased by a commer-
cial house in Havana.

We have received this information from a source
which we consider entirely reliable, and it will as-

tonish some people who havo been accustomed to
believe that the importation of a cargo of slaves from
the coast of Africa is a rare occurrence.

Interesting forts about the anb-Atlan- llc Telegraph.
The core or conductor of the great Atlantic cable

is composed of seven copper wires wound together.
The cable will be two thousand five hundred miles in
length, the surplus over the actual distance to be
traversed being considered necessary, in case of emer-genc- y,

to make up for the inequalities in the bed of
the ocean and the variations that may he caused by
the winds and currents. The protecting wires nre
made into strands, each composed of n of the
best charcoal iron wires. The aggregate length of
the smaller wires required in the manufacture ol one
mile of the cable is one hundred and twenty-si- x

miles, snd the whole cable will require three hun-
dred and fifteen thousand miles of this wire.

The flexibility of tl is cable is so great th;t it can
be made as manageable as a small rope, ;ind it is ca-

pable of being tied around tbe arm without injury.
Its weight is but 1,800 pounds to the mile, and its
strength such thai it will be.ir in water over six miles
of its own length if suspended vertically. Some
doubts being entertained as to its sinking to the bot-

tom, it is enough to know that it is heavier than
those shells which have been taken up from the bed
of the ocean by Commander Berry man, while en-
gaged in sounding along the line of the telegraph
plateau.

It has been asserted, too, that the strands of slen-
der iron wire by which it is protected will eufler cor
rosion or decomposition in a short time alter their
submersion, but in doing so the material of which
they consist will enter into chemical union with ihp
soft mud in which the cable is imbedded, and will
thus form a concrete mass of calcareous or salicious
substance affording the very best possible protection.

As the time selected tor the laying ot tho cable will
be at that period when the days are longest, there
will bo comparatively little night to cause interrup-
tion to the work. The whole operation will not takp
more than eight days in its completion. On ap
proaching the land at each end a much thicker cable
will be used, and ol sufficient strength to render it
less liable to accident from the fouling of anchors or
the effects j)f the currents. As a proof of the dura-
bility of such a cable we may here state that we saw
a specimen of that which connects Dover and Calais,
and which after a submersion of six years was as
perfect as when first put down. Accidents from the
grounding of icebergs at the Newfoundland terminus
will be rendered impossible by the lining and land-
ing of the cable in a harbor perlectly land-locke- d in
to which no iceberg can enter, and where the water
varies in der.'.h from two hundred to two hundred and
fifty fathoms.

A Ship's Crew Starved to Death The follow
ing is an extract of a letter received ai Lloyd's, rela
tive to the wreck ot an Ingush ship on the coast of
INorway. It is dated

' Stavanger, March 14. A pilot on the 2d inst..
boarded a vessel about eight miles from the land, oft"
Kinu, near Stavanger, dismasted and waterlogged.
Found in the forecastle the bodies of six men, which
he brought with hirr. on shore, and another body was
found between the cargo in the hold, which he could
not succeed in landing. On one of the bodies was
found an English prayer-book- , in which was written
Josei h Bell, Slot-street- , Hull, 1840;' and on another

a double cased silver pocket watch, on which the
name ot 'J. buxton' was enirraveu. A ceriihcalfi
found on board proved the vessel o be the Holingen.
from Narva for Gainsborough, with i cargo of deals.
&c. The veesel was found to be without provisions:
the crew are therefore supposed to ave died from
starvation, and especially as one ot the bodies ap-
peared to bear marks of h.iving been attacked by the
others to satisfy their hunger. Some of the bodies
had evidently t een dead some time, others only a
few days. The mosl remarkable cirv umstarice con-
nected with this wreck is, that the crew could have
been starved to de.nth on a voyage from Narva to
Gainsborough, as even admitting that they ran short
of provisions, or that these were spoiled on the ves
sel filling with water, the crew must still have ex
isted four or five dajs, and during that period, on a
uacK so frequented as tne Worth Sea, it appears
6trange that they fell m with no vessel of any kind."

A Dreadful Slaughter among the Caffres
One of the London papers contains an account of a
terrible slaughter amor g the Caffies, in which no
less than thirty thousand human beings perished. It
is fctated that disturbances of a most sanguinary
character recently tookYjdace among the Zulus.
These disturbances were caused by a contest between
Kelchwya and Umbulazi, two sons of the paramount
chief Panda. On the 2d December, the latter was
defealed with immense slaughter. The vie orious
Ketchwya, a lad of nineteen, after the battle, divid-
ed his army into three sections, and with ihese sooiir- -

ed the country in all directions, putting to death not
only his enemies but all neutral or doubtful subjects
who came in his way. He, however, kept cleai of
Panda, who by the latest intelligence, was raising
an army in defence of his throne. It is said that
men, women and children were all alike put to death.
Umbulazi was put lo death with the utmost barbari-
ty, having been Bkinned alive.

The Northern Methodists on Slavery. The
Methodist Conference of Eastern New York, on
Saturday adopted the majority report of the Commit-
tee on Slavery, which is as follows :

Resolved, First, That we regard slavery as a great
natural and social evil, a violation of the natural
rights of man, and opposed to the spirit and progress
of the Christain religion.

Resolved, Secondly, That we will use what influ-
ence we possess to prevent its extension into regions
and communities in which it does not at present ex-
ist, and will use all means that may with propriety
ue usou uy vunsiain ministers to enect its extirpa
tion from the world.

Hoops". The following parody of one of Lord
Byron's Childe Harold " stanzas, is the best thinr
we have seen on the " vexed question " that now for
some time has been made the subject of excessive
comment.

Roll on, ye monstrous whalebone hoops roll on !

Ten thousands sanibs arc launched at von in vain
Man marks the world in his resistless course.
But cannot touch the hoops ; they laugh to scorn
Jokes, punsters, clergymen, the preaa, and all.
And when they die at last as die they must
'Twill be because they've gone the appointed round.

Col Forney. We understand that Col. Forney,
who, it has been stated, was lying very ill in Phila-
delphia, a few days since, has been for some time
rather seriously indispose, but has recovered suffi
ciently to travel, and is now in Washington, conval-
escent.

Col. Forney. It is stated that Col. Forney has
purchased one- - fourth of the Pennsylvanian, publish-e- d

in Philadelphia, and will assume the editorial con
trol of its eclumns on or about the first of May- -

for Mr Campbell's bill, our representatives yielded
too much to a supposed necessity, but surely that is

no justification for attack by a party that claims thi
vote as a concession lo it. Surely the Newbern
Express, if sincere in its professions and avowals,

ought rather to moderate its opposition to Mr. Kuffin

than to inciease it, and make it more virulent. The

fact is that it has no idea that Mr. Ruffin intends tp

desert his party on this question of distrioution, other-

wise, it would not be pitching into bim so severely.

S& We have been shown the following card,

which we understand has been stuck upon trunks

passing over the route referred to :

NEW AND BEST ROUTE AORTA AND SOUTH.

VIA:
RALEIGH,

CHARLOTTE,
COLt'MBIA.

31

That this is a new route, or at least newer than the
lower or sea-boar- d route, via Wilmington, no one

denies, but that it is the besl route, is an assertion

from which we most positively dissent.
The distance from V'eldon to Kingsville, via Ra

leigh, Charlotte and Columbia, 75 miles greater
than by the old mail route, via Wilmington, and

passengers going by the npper route arrive at Kings

ville 12 iii-iir- a later than those going by the Wilming
ton route, making the difference of a train and s

connection. The me r mark will apply with re

spect lo passengers going North from Kingsville lo

Weldon. It thonld be understood that Kings ville is

the Southern and Wtldon the Northern point of di

vprcenr.ft he.twecn the unoer and lower routes. If
- n i
the roads on the lower route are noi as smooth and

pleasant and the accemmodatioris generally at least
as good on the lower as on the upper route, v e have

yet to know it. We don't think our friends of the

upper lines are quite candid in sticking thiscard up

on trunks. We wish them every success in a gener
al way, but are naturally opposed to thai success be

ing built up particularly at the expense of our lines,

especially when the facts of the cae do not sustain

their electioneering, promises or professions. How- -
- t m.

ever, we know ihey are mistaken and we take pleas

ure in setting them right no doubt, they will lake
pleasure in being set right.

Spring appears to be with us at last, and the

ghowers of April are making their appearance in

May, warm and genial, and the little buds and bios

som8 are out blooming. We would indulge in some

quite romantic reflections if we had time, or if we

felt like it but iirot, our associate is gone ? and sec

ondly, we feel like the mischief, if not worse ; and
would be tick, if we could afford it. Every sentence
we write is drugged out by a sort of physical conrv

pulsion, and is not at all amusing to us. We don'

think it will be amuing to anybody else. We have
been wishing for warm weather, and now that it has
come, v e see everything yellow, and feel jaundiced
Our old friend, theChina tree at the corner, is com

ing out. At ihe very ends of his limbs, on his fin

gers and toe, as it were, the leaves are making their
appearance in small tufts He will soon be out in

all his glory, looking magnificent, and smelling prodi
giously scrumptious.

Doings at Fayetteville. The Wilmington Light
Infantry which left here on Wednesday, arrived at
Fayetteville in good time and in prime order, and
were enlerrained gloriously by their Fayetteville
hosts, We learn from a private source, that they
had a fine time of it, and are more lhan pleased they
are delighted. The company with the bind, also in
uniform numbere net far from sixty men, and were
much admired.

Mr. D. G. White of the Wilmingtm Light Infan
try, won the Goblet f hot for at Fayetteville, making
ibe three best shot.-"-, average 2 inches Capt. W.
L. DeRosset of the same company, came next, we be- -

ieve.
The company leave to day for Raleigh, where they

will also enjoy themselves no doubt, there only being

one fear that the people of the City of Oaks will
kill them with kindness. Daily Journal, 2d inst.

May Day. We understand that this is the first of
May, and we are further confirmed in that under-

standing by seeing the military turn-ou- t for target
practice, as is the custom. The companies, to wit :

ihe German Volunteers and the Rifle Cadets, h ok

well, very well, and show fuller ranks than they
have been showing for some time past, although still
not so full as we wcild like to see. There is one

thing puzzles U9, and that is, where the flowers came
from that form the wreaths around the targets.

It is only a matter of understanding, and not of the
feelings, lhat this is May Day. It don't look like it,

and it don't feel like it. April showers bring forth
May flowers, or used to ; but we see nothing but May

dust that is all the flower about.
Several of the schools will, we believe, have their

graceful May lestivale, and fair little queens and
maids of honor, and all that sort of thing, and no

doubt present gay and happy scenes in spite of the
weather. Daily Journal, 1st inst.

fjrj Have we acknowledged the receipt of Harper
for May ? we think not, and therefore do so now.

Mr. Whitaker has laid it on our table. It is as usual,
readable.

We have also from the publishers, the old Knicker-

bocker for May, good and glorious, it makes one
feel better to read.it. Mr. J. II. Rothwell is agent for
it. It is also for sale at the bookstore.

The publishers have also sent us " Household
Words,' which is one of our favorite publications.
We were somewhat surprised a short time since to
find that Mr. Whitaker had ceased keeping it for
sale, of course he was right in doing so, since the
sale did not justify him io oidering on copies of it.
But it is really so pleasant, and generally so sensible
a publication that we should have looked for a larger
sale

Shootiko Here Yesterday. We understand that
the Gold Star shot for by the officers of the German
Volunteers was won by Capt. H. Vonglahn, Gold
Medaf shot for by privates, won by D. Hasbagen,
$10 gold piece, won by W. Diensbach. Turse of $5
shot for by company, won by C. H. Cornehleon.

The White Plume, tipped with red, shot for by the
company of Rifle Cadets was won by 3rd Sergeant
Joshua T. James, who made the best average on
three shots. The hat presented by officers was won
by 3rd Lieut. J. J. McGrath who made the best
single shot.

The day was windy and the shooting not as good
as usual, on that account. Daily Journal, 2d inst.

County Court Clerk.
It will be perceived that Mr. Samuel R. Bunting

has announced himself as a candidate for
as Clerk of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions',
at the election to be held on the 6th of August next!
We dare say his claims will be favorably considered
by the people. He is mild and courteous to all with
whom he has intercourse; of strict integrity ; scrupu-
lously exact in the discharge of bia duties, and in-
dustrious and to be found at his post in all the hoars
of business. We guess we will vote for bim.

Commercial.
Mr. Bunting is everything that the Commercial

says he is. There are few, if there be any more popu
lar c5cers in the State.

AVILMIMOXOM, W. C, MOJSUAY, MA 4, IS5T.

Camming and ComcU
Comets are a speoies of vagrant, - desultory, wan-

dering, dissipated planets, with long manes and tails

hairy fellows, as their name implies very gassy,

also j indeed, some assert that they are all gas, like

tinto ranting politicians, or political parsons dema-

gogues on an extensive scale, plausible, bat by no

means strengtby, eccentric in their orbits, without

weight of character, or gravity of deportment, not at

all related to the solid men" of any known and

established world, poor fellows, with no sattelites

or sycophantic secondary globss ; sometimes going so

near to the eun as to endanger their beards, and

then running off into space beyond sight or calcula-

tion, members of the solar system, with private no-

tions of their own which they keep to themselves.

Such are comets.
Now, for our own part, we have not even a speak-

ing acquaintance with comets ; we have always trea

ted them with a Tespect the most distant never

coining within a few millions of miles of them ; we

have carefully avoided any reflections upon their

private characters, and we therefore feel tne greatest

Eurprise that any comet: should take it into its head

or tail, as the case may be, to run a muck against

this quiet; unoffending old earlh of ours. We can-

not see why any comet should enter into a conspira-

cy with Dr. Cummings, of London, to pitch into us

on the 13th of next June. We cannot see what

grudge" any comet can have against the globe that

we inhabit, that it should be seized with an insane

desire to butt its head against her
: terrestrial

stbrhach and midr'.ff. We have never heard of any

hard words having passed between the parlies, and

wo take it especially hard, that the reverend Dr.

should aid and abet, instigate and excite the comet

unknown, to the commission of the threatened assault

and battery. Why should the Dootor take sides with

ihe comet? ..What is he to gain by deserting the

catree of the carih, and turning second bottle holder,

trainer, aa it were, to the long-taile- d visitant? What

can have made the man so ferocious ? To be sure,

he turned sort of Know Nothing a couple of years

ago, and wrote a long letter in which be predicted

that the Pope and the wild Irish would play the

deuce generally, unless somebody cut off their coat-tail- d

and great toes, but surely the idea of mounting

astride of a comet's tail, and knocking us all to

smash, is rather a desperate expedient to be resorted

to for the prevention of the other dreaded consum-

mation. -

Cannot something be done with the comet, or its

friend, the Dr.l Is there no chance for our obtaining

a short respite ? Does nobody know Cummings, and

will nobody beg him to say a word or two in our fa-

vor It is a hard case, for unfortunately the world

is not prepared to wind up we should all like to

square up and pay tip before winding up, but nobody

can do so between now andthe 18th of next month.

It can't be did.
There is one little, trembling hope left. The com-

et's head is said to be very soft, and the Dr 'a is much

softer than his heart. They may find old mother

earth too hard for them. This world of ours is a

right hard customer, as many an ambitious youth has

had reason to acknowledge. The very atmosphere of

the earth is said to be much harder than the head of

the comet much more solid, and the light-heade-

youngster may find out that it has caught a tartar.
Like unto a man missing his lick and striking his

fist against a br ck wall, it may b.uk the knuckles of

it? head it may scalp itself, it may dislocate its tail",

it may hurt its own feelings, it may cripple itself
generally, ami be made to feel cheap, torn up in its

mind, a foolish, backpd down and discombobberated

storking comet, and there will be no sympathy for it.
Think of that. Dr. Cummings, and take care of your
Quixotic protege.

Hut there id a horrible susoicion behind. The

comet is said to be composed of very attenuated gas

pes. The atmosphere of the earth is also composed

of gnsses. Gaeses have a chemical iiffini'y frr each
other, and who knows what ;' fusion " may take
dace! Our atmosphere, instead of defending us,

i ay act like Louis Phillippe's troops, and u fraternize "

with the revolutionary outside party, and out of that
fusion an inflammable gas may arise that will go off

like a flash oncoming in contact with anything like
fire, Wouldn't it be advisable to nut out all the
fires, extinguish the lights, cat cold victuals, go to

bed at dark, and lock up the loco-foc- o matches for a

couple of weeks before and after the visit of the com-

et that is, if we survive so long.
But we are threatened in another and totally dif

ferent way. Some folks siylhat the comet is the

occasion of ti:e late Spring. That, instead of burn
insr us un it is coiner to freeze us out. Its tail is

composed of volatilo ether, and will congeal even

drutnmond lights and other evidences of combustion,

causing them to stnnd stiff as pokers, which is fright-

ful to think of. Some Russian explorers once started
overland to tho North pole. In the course ot their
peregrinations, they made a fire one evening, when
suddenly the thermometer fell from the mild point of

42 degrees below zero, until presently it became se-

verely cold and a phenomenon was presented a

very strange one at that. The blaze stood right
straight in its tracks without flickering or waving.
They touched it with their hands and it was frozen

hard, some of them broke off pieces and essayed to

eat it. It tasted pretty well, with a sort of cayenne-peppcris- h

flavour. Luckily they took the hint in
time and merely tasted it. Some put pieces in their
pockets by way of curiosity, and forget it for some-

time until it was brought to their minds in a rather
unpleasant way. One night they had all gone asleep

the weather moderated the chunks of solid flame

in their pockets thawed out and set fire to their gar-

ments, coming near consuming the bodies and bones,
oyer-coal- s and breeches of eleven sleeping Russians.

Such are the terrible prospects before us, such are
he fates with which we are threatened by Dr. Cum-

mings and his private and personal comet. We have
felt bad about it for sometime, and had intended to
have given both of them a piece of our mind, but
have been preventing from devoting to it the proper
attention by the mere sublunary topics of public
lands, distribution?, deposits, congressional elections
and so forth. But what is the use of distributing
the public lands or of not distributing the public
lands if they are all to be used up what's the use
of caring who ought to be, or who will be elected in
August, which will be six weeks alter the end of
the world. The Capitol will be destroyed and the
seats burned up.

But let us say one thing the election for Commis-
sioners of Navigation will come on Monday next,
and if we must die, let us die gloriously. Let us
elect the, Democratic ticket in May and fight the
comet in June. The Democracy can whip all the
comets that Dr. Cummings owns. Yea, vervly.

Daily Journal, 2d inst.
Q&- - The last Rutherford Democrat says, that a gen-

tleman named Wilson, William J. Wilson, of Forks
of Pigeon, in Haywood County, is out for Congress

'
. the 8th district, in opposition to Mr. Ciingman.
We do not know upon what ground Mr. Wilson
standi. Mr. Ciingman, will, we presume, be

wifhout difficulty.

no losses. They must strive alter the first and guard

against the second, and this can only be done by

harmony, concert of action the waiver of all personal

or sectional feelings, that might interfere with the

organization of tho party. This brings us to our

own district and the position of things therein.

Mr. Win low, after serving one term in Congress,

announces himself as a candidate for re election,

subject to the anion of a Democratic Convention,

should the party deem it expedient to hold one. Thus
has been made infar, no movement v. hatsoever,

that direction in any of the cc unties of the district,

and from a pearances, we are led to believe that no

such movement will be made. Here, in New Han-

over, for ob ious reasons already stated, no move-

ment has been made. The incumbent is a citizen of

the upper end of the district of Cumbeilaud county

and motives of delicacy alone would be sufficient

to restrain New Hanover from the initiative in any

step calculated even to appear like distrust or oppo-

sition ; an.t knowing this, we regret to have noticed

some communications in the columns ofourcotem-porar- y

of the Fayetteville Carolinian, indicating on

the part of their writers, a total misapprehension of,

the position occupied by this county and some other

counties down here, Duplin, certainly. A correspond-

ent, writing in a late Carolinian over the signature

of " Robeson," says, if Wilmington has a man, or

Duplin has a man who claims they wish to urge, etc.,

ihus seeming to suppose that there are aspirants here

or in Duplin, desirous of pressin-'- , or being pressed.

Duplin and New Hanover, we are proud to say, have

many good and tine Democrats within their borders,

whom we would support with pleasure. The same

remark wi i apply to any of the other counties of the

district. There are good and true men, and good

democrats in them all. But we have reason to know

that thete is no nan in New Hanover that seeks any

nomination or candidacy at this time ; neither is there

in Duplin, nor do we think there is any democrat in

the district who would be a candidate unless brought

out by a convention. This, of course, is only our

opinion.

What, then, is the state of the case, and what are we

to do 1 Evidently to keep together in harmony, and

secure our unity and strength in the district. This

is our first duty a democrats, a duty which takes

precedence of all merely personal preferences or pre

judices, or local feelings ; it is a duty which the Dem-

ocracy of this district will fulfil. The unity and har-mon- y

of the many thousands of good and true Demo-

crats in the old Cape Fear district is not to be light-

ly ri-ke- d.

That a difference of opinion exists in regard to the

policy of a vote given by Mr. Window during the

closing days of the las Congress, is, we believe, gen-

erally known. 1 hat the great majority of the Dem-

ocrats of the District would have preferred that that

nti lioH nm hpn cMven. we feel assured, out in so

voting, Mr. Winslow did no more than act with his

colleagues, and in the course pursued by the delega-io- n

a mistaken course, as e must think we still

feel assured that no abnegation of piinciple was meant

by our Democratic representatives in Congress. They

yielded lo a supposed necessity, and went for a mea

sure which might not be, in theory, without some

justification, though, in practice, it has been found

totally and irreconcilably at variance with Demo

cratic policy ; still, the difficulty being at first blush
only a practical one, and :he yielding being from

supposed considerations of practical necessity, while

we have felt in duty bound to dissent from the vote,
we havo not felt called upon to make an issue against

the individuals, neither do we feel called upon to do

so now. We look upon the vote as a grave mistake

a serious error of judgment, although, no doubt'
dene f torn pure motives and with no idea of straying
off from principle. As Democratic editors, impressed

with the gravity and serious character of the mistake
made, wc could not suffer it to pass without recording

our dissent. We are all liable to errors, and there

fore all hound to make allowances for the errors ot

others, but we are not bound to adopt these enors as

our own, which would have been our case had we

refrained from a full expression of our opinion in 'his

instance, for, situated as we are, silence would have

been justly construed into assent and approval.

We think we may say with truth, that we have

ever yielded a cheerful assent to the wishes, while
we have sought to promote the harmony of the party
in the district, neither seeking to forestall nor re-

tard the expression of such wishes ; nor lo allow pri

vate griefs or factious feelings to enter into, or influ

ence our conduct as Editors. At this time we think

it is verv essential that there should be but one Dem

ccratic candidate in the field in any district in the
State. If we might mtke a suggestion, we would ex

press our opinion that usage would seem to say, that
where the democratic incumbent aLnounces himself a

candidate for subject to a convention, and

no convention is held, then it amounts to a tacit re-

cognition of his candidacy by the party, as a party
candidate. Let us have no division ; if there is any
desire for a convention, all right ; if it is deemed best
not to have a convention, all right, too ; but no two
democratic candidates ; if there be any opposing pre
ferences, a convention is the place, and not the polls

These remarks will of course, apply in some meas-

ure to other districts as well as this. We notice that
the Newbern Express and some other opposition or-

gans, are trying to make some capital against Co!

Ruffin and other gentlemen, and to press the remarks
of the Journal into their service. Now, the Journal


